
CONTACT DETAILS
PHONE: 08 6820 3000

EMAIL: STAFF@ALBANY.WA.GOV.AU

ADDRESS: 102 NORTH RD, YAKAMIA, ALBANY WA, 6331

WEBSITE: ALBANY.WA.GOV.AU

OPENING HOURS
FRONT COUNTER | WEEKDAYS 9AM - 5PM

CASHIER SERVICES | WEEKDAYS 9AM - 4:30PM

BUILDING & PLANNING COUNTER  | 9AM - 4:00PM

For all things Rates related, including signing 
up for eRates, changing your address, and 
payment options, please visit the Rates page 
at the City’s website:

www.albany.wa.gov.au/council/rates
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OPERATING 
INCOME 

BREAKDOWN

RATES  
62.4%

What residents 
and businesses 

pay to own 
land in the City 

of Albany.

INTEREST  
0.9%

Income earned by 
investing City funds.

OTHER  
0.3%

Commissions 
and Private 

Works Income.

CONTRIBUTIONS, 
DONATIONS & 
REIMBURSEMENTS 
2.2%

A gift or payment 
to a common fund 
or collection.

GRANTS AND 
SUBSIDIES 5.0%

Money granted by the 
state or a public body 

to assist in keeping 
operating costs low, or 

fund a City project.

FEES &  
CHARGES 29.2%

Payments 
associated with 
the delivery of 
services such as 
waste pickup, 
entry to ALAC 
and Airport 
landing fees.

2022/2023
This is your budget

Broken Down
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M E S S A G E  F R O M
THE MAYOR
This 2022-23 Budget and subsequent rate position 
has been one of the most discussed and analysed 
by your Elected Members in some years.

The cost of living is higher than anyone expected following 
two-and-a-half difficult years of living through the COVID-19 
pandemic. Just as costs to run your home have escalated, so 
too have the costs to maintain the delivery of City services. 

In 2020-21, Council levied a NIL (0%) rate increase and 
also kept rates at a modest 1.5% increase in 2021-
22. At this time, the Consumer Price Index (a measure 
of cost of living) was stagnating at around 1%. 

This has changed significantly across the State and 
Nation this year as the country grapples with escalating 
inflation, and it is impacting costs across the board. 

This year’s rate rise of 4.95% is an average across all ratepayers. 

A re-valuation of rateable properties within the City 
of Albany has also been undertaken by Landgate, 
with the State’s Valuer General reassessing the gross 
rental values and unimproved values of properties.

The effect of the re-valuation is that individual property 
values do not move uniformly – some values may not 
change or may even reduce, others can increase.

Within this rates flyer is an explanation of why Council needs 
to increase its rates revenue, how the Landgate Re-valuation 
influences rates, and where rates revenue is spent.

Council has worked with City staff to deliver a 
Budget and rate position that balances your City’s 
books and ensures a high level of service delivery is 
maintained across City services and facilities.

Rates for 2022-23 are based on the new Gross 
Rental Value (GRV) or Unimproved Values (UV) that 
is set by the State’s Valuer General. It is anticipated 
the Valuer General will revalue the City’s GRV 
properties every three years going forward. 

Rating valuations are assessed at a ‘snapshot in time’ 
reflecting the property rental market at the same date 
which ensures consistency and a degree of fairness. 

The Gross Rental Value is determined by the Valuer 
General to be a fair yearly rental of a property 
based on rental evidence as of 1 August 2021. 

Using this valuation method means that 
properties are rated at their income earning 
potential rather than their resale value.

Gross Rental Values are affected by many factors 
including the age of the house, the number of bedrooms 
and bathrooms it has and the property’s location.

If you believe your valuation is incorrect you 
can challenge this with Landgate.

Not all local governments are created equal. Just because 
Albany is a regional area doesn’t mean it costs less to run the 
city. If you are wondering why your rates may be more expensive 
than your friends in the metropolitan area; consider this:

DENNIS WELLINGTON
MAYOR

HOW MANY KM’S OF ROAD DOES THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT MAINTAIN? 
The City of Albany maintains 1,669km of 
roads. This is as low as 10.6kms in some 
metropolitan local government authorities. 

WHAT FACILITIES DO MY RATES PAY FOR? 
The City of Albany maintains a large number 
of facilities that other local governments 
may not such as; Airport, National Anzac 
Centre, Day Care and Visitor Centre. 

REGIONAL SERVICE DELIVERY 
Metropolitan local government authories 
do not have the service requiremnets that 
regional local governments do. This can 
include maintenance of additional Waste 
Transfer Stations, unsealed roads and 
increased number of natural reserves.

2022/2023 RATE INCREASE 
E X P L A I N E D
REASONS FOR A RISE IN COUNCIL RATES:

LANDGATE’S 
R E V A L U A T I O N

RATE 
C O M P A R I S O N

ROADS
1,699KM

FACILITIES 
EXTRA

SERVICES  
REGIONAL

You make improvements to your 
home that increase its rental value

Cost of living and an economic 
climate that impacts a range of 
daily costs (ie; cost of petrol, food 
and administrational supplies).

 Mainentance and upgrades 
of numerous facilities under 

operation of the local 
government (ie; Airport, leisure 

centre, sporting ground, library).

Major capital works are required 
(ie; road construction, upgrades to 
facilities and infrastructure such as 

playgrounds or a new dog park). 

Without a rate rise service delivery to the community can 
be impacted. 

Any potential increase in rates does not equate to an 
increase in City surplus, it merely means that the cost to run 
the City services has increased.

The cost to deliver services has 
increased due to: contractor fees, 
wages, materials and or utilities 
(such as water, electricity, gas).


